
SECRETARY GENERAL’S REPORT TO CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2014

1.0 INTRODUCTION
We extend a special welcome to members present at this the penultimate 

meeting of Central Executive for the 2013-2014 conference year.  We meet

at a time when we are saddened by the unexpected death of our dear 

colleague, Past President and Trustee, Dr. Nadine Scott.  Dr. Scott was a 

committed and passionate member of this Association.  In all the areas she

worked, she never failed to let it be known that she was a teacher trade 

unionist.  She was a proud teacher activist.

She made a significant contribution in the field of art education and was a 

vocal advocate for more emphasis to be placed on the arts in the 

curriculum.

We will long cherish wonderful memories of her.  The Association extends 

its condolences to her siblings and other relatives.  May her soul rest in 

peace.

2.0 FINANCIAL IRREGULARITIES
2.1 Accounting Staff

The matter concerning the two former employees in the Accounting 

Department has been referred to the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Security.  A meeting in respect of Gary Bodden was held on May 19, 

2014 at the Ministry of Labour.  The representative of Mr. Bodden 

has placed on the table terms for a settlement.  These will be put to 

the Meeting of General Council on June 28, 2014.

The meeting in respect of Judith Sterling is to be held early in June 

2014.

2.2 Forensic Audit



PriceWaterHouseCoopers has continued its investigation into the 

matter of the alleged financial irregularities.  As reported to General 

Council, the company is expected to present an interim report at the 

end of May 2014.

2.3 Recovery of Funds and Assets acquired through the Criminal Activities of 
Marlon Francis
The effort is being led by Grant Stewart and Philips, Attorneys-at-

Law.  The JTA has also engaged the services of Shields Crime and 

Security Consultants to assist in the matter and also in the efforts to 

apprehend Marlon Francis and bring him to justice in Jamaica.

Central Executive is being asked to consider and pass the resolution

to appoint Messrs. Grant, Stewart, Phillips and Company to institute 

legal proceeding and take action against Marlon Francis and others 

to recover funds and assets held by him and derived from his 

criminal activities.  

Secondly, Central Executive is being asked to consider and pass the

resolution to appoint Shields Crime and Security Consultants to 

assist the Police Fraud Squad in the apprehension of Marlon Francis

and to bring him to Justice in Jamaica.

2.4 Interim Arrangements within the Accounts Department
The engagement of Crichton Mullings and Associates to prepare and

present the monthly financial statements to the Finance Committee 

was extended to facilitate the reports up to March 2014.  Other 

internal arrangements have been put in place for the other 

accounting functions such as the preparation of the weekly and 

monthly payrolls, the filing of statutory payments, the preparation of 

cheques, etc. 

2.5 Appointment of New Accountant
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Over 60 applications were received in response to the advertisement

placed on April 27, 2014.  Ten applications have been shortlisted.  

Interviews will be held on June 16, 2014.

3.0 WHITE PAPER ON PENSION REFORM
Representatives of the Pensions Reform Unit of the Ministry of Finance 

and Planning were invited by the JTA to make a presentation to the 

meeting of Central Executive on the White Paper on Pension Reform and 

to respond to the main concerns of the teachers.  These include:
retention/reduction of the lump sum;
inclusion of the grandfather clause;
early retirement

4.0 AMENDMENTS TO THE EDUCATION ACT AND REGULATIONS
The National Council on Education has submitted its report to the Minister 

on this matter.  The report is expected to be made available to the JTA.

5.0 EDUCATION WEEK 2014
Education Week 2014 was celebrated May 4 – 10, 2014 under the theme 

Celebrating the Legacy: Activism, Service and Patriotism.  All planned 

activities were well executed.  The highlight of the Week was the 50th 

Anniversary Lecture presented by Professor Errol Miller, Past President.  

The other activities were:
 Church Service, May 4, at the Ocho Rios Baptist Church
 Read Across Jamaica Day, May 6
 Teachers’ Day, May 7.  The highlight was the recipient of the 50th 

Anniversary Commemorative pins by members in schools.  There were 

also courtesy calls by the Presidents on: the Deputy Governor General; 

Minister of Education; Leader of the Opposition; Most Honourable 

Prime Minister; and former Governor General, Sir Howard Cooke and 

Lady Cooke.  There was also a visit to former Trustee, Victor Edward, at

which he received the commemorative pin.
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 Helen Still Professional Development Day, May 9 at RIU, Ocho Rios.

6.0 50th ANNIVERSARY AWARD
The presentation ceremony will be held on June 19, 2014 at the Courtleigh

Auditorium, New Kingston beginning at 7:00 p.m.  the Guest Speaker is 

expected to be Mr. Earle Jarrett, CEO, Jamaica National Building Society.  

The Awards Committee will do the selection of the recipients by June 6, 

2014.

7.0 GOLDEN TORCH AWARD PRESENTATION
The ceremony will be held on July 3, 2014 at the Sunset Jamaica Grande 

Resort and Spa.  Over 400 members have been nominated for the award.

8.0 PRESIDENT ELECT ELECTIONS
Campaigning by the candidates is in high gear.  The election week is June 

16 – 20 and the counting of the ballots will be on July 1, 2014 at the 

Sunset Jamaica Grande Resorts, Ocho Rios.

9.0 JTA/SAGICOR NATIONAL ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIPS
The championships were held on May 16 and 17, 2014 at the National 

Stadium.  It was a well-organized and executed event. All parishes 

participated. At the end of the championships, the results were as follows:
 St. Catherine - Champion parish
 St. Andrew - First Runners-up
 Portland - Second Runners-up
 Kingston
 St. Elizabeth
 Manchester
 St. Thomas
 Clarendon
 Westmoreland
 St. Ann
 St. Mary
 Trelawny
 St. James
 Hanover

10.0 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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The conference will be held August 21 – 23 (Thursday to Saturday).  This 

was caused by the fact that the Sunset Jamaica Grande Resort was not 

available to host the conference due to a refurbishing of its facilities to 

commence in August.  The alternative venue, Hilton Rose Hall Resort was 

not available for the usual conference period so the decision was taken to 

go with the period so the decision was taken to go with the period August 

21 – 23. 

11.0 LABOUR DAY PROJECTS
The following projects will be undertaken by the JTA in association with 

sponsors:
T Paisley All Age School, St. Andrew, South East Region: The 

activities will include the construction of drinking fountains for students 

and painting of the interior of the building.

T Refuge All Age School, Trelawny, Western Region: The activities will

include the installation of two classroom doors and painting of the 

exterior of the building.

T Ferguson Basic School, Manchester, South Central Region: The 

activities will include the completion of a kitchen and dining area and 

the painting of the exterior of the school building.

T Walkerswood All Age School, St. Ann, North East Region: The 

activities will include the painting of the exterior of the buildings and the 

construction of water fountains.

12.0 CONCLUSION
Habakkuk 3:19 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 

be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no

meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 

the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my 
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salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like 

hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.

Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 

moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Psalms 1:1-3 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 

wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Philippians 4:4-8 “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. 

Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be 

careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of

God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 

honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there

be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” (KJV)

Prepared by: Adolph Cameron
                    Secretary General
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