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           Kingston Parish Salutes Retired Teachers 

 

On July 4, 2019, the Kingston Parish Association hosted a celebratory 

dinner honouring the contributions of four of its retired stalwarts in 

Kingston. The teachers, Mrs. Linda Loza, Ms. Ivy Scarlett, Ms. Marcia 

Purcell and Ms. Felicia Taylor, have served the parish in various 

capacities – from Contact Teacher to Parish President – and all are still 

active in the life of the parish! Guest Speaker at the celebrations, 

President Elect Owen Speid, lauded their work and thanked them for 

their service. He reminded the gathering of the importance of 

celebrating our contributions to education and nation building.    

 

           
L-R: Felicia Taylor, Ivy Scarlett and Marcia Purcell (Missing – Linda Loza) 

 

The evening was highlighted by the reading and presentations of 

citations to the celebrants, dinner and dancing. Gifts and tokens were 

presented to each lady and resident songbird, Mellissa Beckford 

Simpson, charmed with several items; one of which was a rendition of 

‘I Hope You Dance’; the favourite song of one of the celebrants. 

Members from the parish, drawn from each DA, offered tributes to each 

lady. These highlighted how the personal interest and self-sacrificing 

nature shown by each celebrant contributed to the professional and 

personal development of students and the teachers in their schools. 
The Kingston Parish Association urges all it members, and colleagues 

across the island, to emulate the course of Linda, Ivy, Felicia and 

Marcia as we attempt to influence the life of our people. SALUTE!! 
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… Lighting the path 
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       Racing from 10th to 5th at the  

JTA/Sagicor National Championships!! 

In April several Primary and Junior High schools in 

Kingston met at Excelsior High School for the Parish 

Run-off. We had a full day of activities from races to 

cricket ball throwing. The preparation paid off as the 

parish successfully presented the JTA/Sagicor 

National Championship. With Coach Lloyd 

Bembridge and his team’s leadership, Kingston Parish 

finished 5th at the two day meet held at the National 

Stadium on May 24-25, 2019. This is a big jump from 

last year’s 10th place. The Parish also came away with 

top prizes for Under 9 and Under 11 Champion Boy 

and Girl.  

 

            
                                   Assembly before Parish Run-off   

 
Kingston Parish Team line up for the Opening Ceremony at the National Stadium 
 

The creative stylings of the duo, Mellissa Beckford 

Simpson and Julian Storer; teachers at Convent of 

Mercy Academy (Alpha) contributed to the success of 

Kingston Parish at this year’s championship with 

submission of the KPA jingle in the Jingle 

Competition. 

 

                     
Dr. Garth Anderson, 

JTA President 2018-2019 

 

JTA President’s Message 
 
It is my esteemed pleasure to support the publication of 

the annual newsletter for your parish.  I am of the firm 

view that the work and worth of your elected 
representative has assisted with the improved image and 

presence of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, JTA. 

 

 This could not have happened though without the 

leadership of the entire Public Relations committee, 

headed by Mrs. Kaydia Wilks McCalla and ably 

supported by the Administrative Officer, 

Communication and Public Relations, Mr. Leaon Nash. 

Together the team has made my tenure as President a 

great success.  

 
It is clear, that an august organization as the J.T.A. can 

only be effective in its operations through engagement 

with our membership and the wider public and this was 

quite evident throughout the year. 

 

The committee must be commended for the use of both 

traditional and non-traditional communication media in 

covering events and providing timely information as 

well as receiving feedback from our members. This no 

doubt would have contributed to the successful staging 

of several events and new initiatives during the 

conference year.  
 

The level of commitment and drive observed with the 

members of the committee are clear indications that the 

future of the J.T.A. is safely anchored and will only get 

better as the years progress. Please accept my personal 

gratitude and that of our membership for your hard work 

and it was a pleasure serving with you. 

 

Let us continue to Unite and Serve. Long live the J.T.A!  
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Message from Kingston Parish President 
 

 
Teasha Martin Thorne 

Kingston Parish Association President 

2018-2019 

 
It was Henry Wadsworth Longfellow who once said “The 

life of a man consists not in seeing visions and in dreaming 

dreams but in active charity and a willing service”. 

 

As your Parish President, I can honestly say that JTA 

Kingston Parish Association members were actively 

involved in service across the various District Associations 

throughout this Conference year 2018-2019.  It is a 

pleasure to see our fourth edition of our Kingston Parish 
Newsletter:  the Sparkler ready for Conference 2019 made 

possible by our Parish PRO, Ms. Paula Plummer. Well 

done Paula! 

 

As a parish, we have achieved many firsts this Conference 

year and made a greater effort to attend more JTA activities 

and spent more time doing the following : we celebrated 

the lives of two of our oldest teachers in Kingston at our 

Half yearly in November, had a play as our Parish 

Fundraiser in January, had our Exercise on the Roof in 

February, contributed one hundred and ten thousand dollars 

to the launch of the JTA’s Critical Illness Trust Fund in 
April, saw many of our very own receive the Prime 

Minister's  Medal of Appreciation for service in education 

in June, had the JTA candidates take questions at Annual 

General Meeting as a panel discussion setting in June  and 

completed our end of year activities with our Parish 

Awards dinner in July which celebrated the work of four of 

our most recent retirees. Well done Kingston! 

 

I would really like to thank all members of Kingston Parish Association and all the Parish Executive for working with me for the 

2018-2019 Conference year. I am proud to say we United and Served and Kingston made great progress.  Our dissemination of 

information has vastly improved so let‘s keep the Sparkler going. 
 

On behalf of the JTA Kingston Parish Association, I also want to commend the Jamaica Teachers Association, our parent body, for 

providing training opportunities for the Kingston Parish members and all teachers and their professional development. 

 

Special commendations must be given to our Regional Officer Mr. Basil Benjie and his secretary Ms. Kerry-Ann Facey for their 

invaluable support of our parish activities. Long Live the JTA! Long Live JTA Kingston Parish! 

 
Highlights of the 2018-2019 

                          
 T. Martin Thorne and Garth Anderson           Trustee Woody Miller  
Launch of the JTA Critical Illness Fund Kingston Parish Half Yearly 

   
Mrs. Lenore Harrison, late retired teacher, honoured by Kingston Parish 

with Kingston President, Teasha Martin Thorne 

 

 
Members of Kingston Parish at Exercise on the Roof   
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On June 26, 2019  Kingston Parish joined the celebrations at the Prime 

Minister’s Medal Appreciation for Service to Education ceremony on the 

lawns of Jamaica House. The Prime Minister’s Medal of Appreciation for 

Service to Education is awarded annually in observance of Education 

Week. Teachers with fifteen years and over of outstanding service to 

education are honoured.   

 

This year Janet Paulette Able-Simpson, Central Branch All-Age; Janice 

Angela Cunningham, Jessie Ripoll Primary School and Claudette St Clair 

Shaw-Brown, Clan Carthy Primary School were the members who served 

the Kingston Parish Association, in various capacities were honoured. 

Other educators from Kingston who were honoured were Professor 

Ibrahim Aladeusi Ajagunna, Caribbean Maritime University; Dr. Dosseth Marie Edwards-Watson, Trench Town 

Polytechnic College and Dotlyn Francis-Young, Calabar Infant, Primary and Junior High School. 

 

Paula Plummer, KPA President Elect; Raphael Davis, KPA IPP; Mellissa Beckford Simpson, KPA Membership 

Chair; Dorian Allen Rainford, KPA PAC Chair and Charmaine Sullivan, KPA member joined in the celebrations.   
      

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KPA PARISH EXECUTIVE AT THE OFFICE 

                              
 
  
 
  

 
  
 
 



The Sparkler Vol. 4                                                    5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   

 

On January 11, 2019, Principal McDonough Foster and the students of the Alpha 

Infant School received a gift of play area equipment. Retired Teacher 

Representative, Mrs. Janet Christie Rose presented the gift to the school. Mrs. 

Christie Rose delivered two children’s slides to be installed in the play area. The 

students welcomed the addition to their play area.  

 

Mrs. Janet Christie Rose retired from Alpha Infant after 37 years of dedicated service 

to education.  
 
 
 

 

Members of the St. Aloysius Primary School community suffered a huge 

fire, in early November, and several families experienced total loss. The 

school building itself suffered some damage as a result of the fire. School 

had to be closed for a day to facilitate some repairs. The staff battled on, 

endured and was instrumental in helping some of the residents back on 

their feet after this tragedy. With the help of the Jamaica Fire Brigade the 

school and community was back to their usual vibrancy by the end of 

November.  
 

 
 

  

On November 26, the school celebrated restoration and life 

with the community and the fire brigade. Members of the 

Jamaica Fire Brigade joined the staff and students of the 

school in a celebration of life at a special devotion.  Members 

of the surrounding community joined in the celebrations.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kingston Parish President’s Mandate for 2018-2019 

 
1. Continue special items from previous year’s program – rebuild parish choir, health and wellness talk sessions and exercise 

evening 
2. Improve parish members’ knowledge of their union’s roles and inspire them to participate. 
3. Promote parish activities so as to improve Special Meeting attendance. 
4. Promote, at all meetings, the national president’s theme –“Promoting the Teaching Profession: A Beacon of Hope and 

Inspiration to Our Nation”. 
5. Improve parish participation at National and Teachers’ sports activities. 

6. Host award ceremony to celebrate outstanding, retired and active DA members. 
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This year Kingston Parish Association also celebrated with the Calabar Infant, 

Primary and Junior High School for their triumphant journey in the Burger 

King/TVJ Primary Schools’ Debate Competition. The school entered for the 

first time and emerged the champions against Duhaney Park Primary on January 

24, 2018. The team also won prizes for Best Speaker, Best New School and 

Highest Scoring Team. Calabar Infant, Primary and Junior High School is the first 

Primary school to win this competition.   

 

The team was comprised of Shandel Clarke, McKayla Thompson, Ryan 

Alexander and Jahiem McKoy. Ms. Isha McLeary coached the team to victory.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Advancement and Teacher Welfare Committee 

 
The Professional Advancement and Teacher Welfare Committee was comprised of five members; four drawn from each DA 

plus the Chairperson, Dorian Allen Rainford, elected from the Parish Executive. They are Miguel Gonzalez, North Central; 

Bernice Beckett Duhaney, East DA; Karyl Paul, South Central DA and Cordell Daley, West DA.  

 

This year the major mandate of the Parish Committee was to plan and execute an awards dinner to honour four retired but 

active members of the parish. This activity was hosted on Thursday, July 4, 2019. Mrs. Felecia Taylor, West DA; Ms. Marcia 

Purcell, East DA; Ms. Ivy Scarlett, North Central and Mrs. Linda Loza, South Central were feted. The awards dinner was the 

brain child of President Teasha Martin Thorne.  This event was brought to fruition by the capable assistance of Teasha Martin 

Thorne, Paulette Anderson Phillips, Carla Silvera Cox, Beverly Gustey, Panceta Walker and Andrea Binns. The Kingston 

Parish Association congratulates the awardees for their contributions to the parish’s development.      

 
We joined forces with the Parish Women’s Caucus representative to host a special event, an evening with our esteemed lady 

Liaison Officer, Claudia McLean; in April.  

 

    

 

 

Membership 

 
Membership represents the nucleus of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association as the Association is solely dependent on the 

involvement of its members, the teachers. It is therefore imperative that deliberate effort is made to cater to the needs and 

interests of all members. Bernice Beckett Duhaney, Chairperson; Janice Cunningham, North Central DA; Venice Walters, 

West DA; Nadine Hibbert, East DA and Theresa Wright Simms, South Central DA have had the honour of supporting the 

growth and productivity of the JTA for the 2018-2019 conference year.  

 

This year, the Basic School Initiative was our chief focus. This gained momentum after a team from the JTA made visits to 

several Basic schools, during the first term of the school year. In addition to increasing membership, we also sought to listen 

to the concerns of teachers in demographic and to help them understand the benefits of membership in the JTA.  

 

We have gained major foothold in several schools as many of these teachers were intrigued by the new information they 

received about the JTA. As such, Kingston Parish has committed to continued strategic planning and evaluation of our steps 
as we move forward to increase membership, visibility and awareness in the parish. We move forward with hope and the 

determination to Unite and Serve! 
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JTA Medal of Honour Award      

 
On June 6, 2019, JTA honoured retired teachers from across the island for their unsung heroism over 

their teaching careers with the inaugural JTA Medal of Honour Award. Mrs. Gladwyn Sinclair from 

East DA was honoured for Kingston Parish. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituaries and Sympathies 

 
With our wins, the Kingston Parish Association suffered heartbreak due to the deaths of some of 

our beloved members.  

 

 The Jessie Ripoll Primary School lost Mrs. Andrea Bryan DaCosta on December 20, 2018.  

  We also lost Mrs. Rhoden Clarke of St. Andrew Technical High School on February 8, 

2019.  

 

Sadly, Kingston College, Kingston Technical and several schools in the parish suffered the loss of 

students. The Kingston Parish offers its sincere condolences to the immediate and school families 

of these ones.  
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PRO Paula Plummer at FYAH 105 FM        PR Team sharing lenses   Recording Teachers’ Time at RJR 

             Emily Shields at RJR 

                               
             Pink Day at Calabar on October 5    Sharing lenses with Karen Smith and LaSonja Harrison 

               JTA Critical Illness Fund Launch 

 

A witty man once said, “Many hands make light work, so put them all up to the bulb in the event of a power failure.” That, 

I pleased to report has not been the case with the KPA Public Relations team. Many hands did make work light!!  
 

I thank the distinguished Shariah Murray Taff, South Central DA; Nicola Nelms, East DA; Andrea Binns, North Central 

DA and Paulette Anderson Phillips, West DA for their support throughout the 2018-2019 conference year. It was one filled 
with activity and innovation on every front of the education system but no teacher was left behind. Every teacher had to; 

and every teacher did hear, all! The task was simply to make sure every teacher in Kingston Parish had every bit of 

information and become inspired by all they learned. The turn out to events and special parish meetings, the participation 

in the JTA’s numerous activities and the conversations that were started tell the story of the “little team” that could.  
 

The Sparkler was made possible by the work of the team – the pictures, the stories, the videos, the laughter, and the 

tears; indeed, the life - of the teachers of Kingston Parish. Let’s keep lighting the path in Kingston Parish as we Unite and 

Serve! 
Paula Plummer – KPA Public Relations Officer, 2018-2019. 
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