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Teasha Martin, Kingston PA PRO

She is small in stature but her friends
say she has the heart of a lion. She is
fearless with crisp speech, determined

eyes and a significant laugh. She is Lenore E.
Jones Harrison.
Born May 19, 1914, this one-hundred-and-two
year-old retired teacher resides in Harbour
View, St. Andrew. She has spent more than 46
years in the Jamaican classroom, from 1937,
and retired in 1983, some 34 years ago after
being born in Colonel’s Ridge, Clarendon. At
102, she is now one of Jamaica’s oldest living
teachers.
Still strong, with her faculties about her and
getting the assistance of a care giver, Mrs
Harrison when visited in February, was quite
sociable and engaging. She shared how she had
taught at various schools across the island at
the primary (elementary) and secondary levels.
Her primary/elementary schools include Race
Course in Clarendon, Gibraltar in St. Ann,
Grange Hill in Westmoreland, Savanna-la-Mar
Elementary in St. Elizabeth and May Pen
Elementary in Clarendon.
She then moved to the secondary level and
worked at Clarendon College in Clarendon,

Papine Secondary in St. Andrew and her last school
was Donald Quarrie High School, in Kingston. Over,
these many years she had taught English Language,
Literature, Mathematics and Religious Education. She
is truly an island teacher.
Mrs. Harrison is a proud graduate of the Bethlehem
Teachers’ College in St. Elizabeth and the University
of the West Indies. She attributes her longevity to God
and shared that she hopes to make it to 103 if it is His
Will. When asked why she remained in the classroom
so long she, this phenomenal woman, said it was her
desire to pursue this path. Teaching was one of the top
three professions a young lady could enter into when
she started her journey.

When asked for her advice to young teachers in the
classroom she said, “The teachers should try to know
the students and to love them at the same time by the
way you treat them.” She also added, “we all work
cooperatively together and at the same time teachers
should behave in such a way they can get the
confidence of the pupils. Not only the confidence but
the respect; this is very important. Respect not only in
the classroom but outside of the classroom.”
The JTA, Kingston Parish and Jamaica continue to
celebrate the sterling contribution and legacy of
Lenore E Jones Harrison.

Still alert at 102 years old

Mrs. Lenore E Jones Harrison

By Stephanie Wright-Grant

Past Principal and devoted Anglican,
Mabel Beryl Grandison, who has been
retired since 1979, is still enjoying the

best of retirement at her home in Colbeck, St.
Catherine.
She spends most of the day doing gardening, an
activity she enjoys immensely. She is an avid
reader who reads without reading glasses. Indeed,
God has found favour in her eyes.
Mrs. Grandison, a past student of Shortwood
Teachers’ College, who entered the teaching
profession in 1941 has made a significant
contribution to education and her community.
During her almost forty-year educational
journey, she taught at Collington Primary in
Clarendon (near Frankfield), Old Harbour Bay
Primary, Old Harbour Primary and Marlie Mount
Primary & Infant. However, thirty of these years
were spent at Old Harbour Primary School.

Old Harbour Primary School
Being the youngest teacher on staff at Old Harbour
Primary, Mabel learnt quickly what her calling was, so
she was promoted from Junior Teacher to Senior
Teacher then Vice Principal to Principal. She only
served as Principal at the institution for one week
before she went to Marlie Mount Primary &
Infant.Mrs. Grandison reminisced that prior to leaving
Old Harbour Primary, sixteen new teachers were
placed at the institution. This was an issue because the
school was already over-staffed.

Ten Years at Marlie Mount
On September 10, 1973, Mrs. Grandison became the
first Principal of Marlie Mount Primary & Infant. The
sixteen (16) new teachers who were employed at Old
Harbour Primary were then employed to Marlie
Mount. Some other teachers from Old Harbour
Primary also joined the Marlie Mount teaching staff.
Mrs. Grandison said that Marlie Mount was an
unfinished school. She remembered vividly and said
“It was a rough time to be Principal of an unfinished
school.”

Continued on page 40
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Lenore E Jones Harrison

Mrs. Mabel Beryl Grandison
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PRAYER FOR THE STUDENTS: Tivoli Gardens High
School hosted its inaugural Prayer Breakfast for the
Grade 11 students on March 13, 2017.The aim of the
ceremony was to pray for the students as they prepare for
their upcoming CSEC examinations. The event was well
supported by ministers of the gospel in the school
community, as well as by the parents. The ministers
prayed for the students and charged them to study and
focus on their CSEC examinations. Coordinators Raquel
Phillips and Diane Thorpe planned the event.

Paula Plummer,
South Central DA PRO

On Thursday, February 9, 2017 the Calabar
Infant Primary and Junior High School family
gathered at the Alhambra Inn to celebrate the

work of Pamela Walter, Avenia Powell, Sharon Buckley
Smith, Marilyn McLaughlin, Cislyn Martin and June
Gordon. These ladies retired from the public education
system after a combined 180 years of dedicated service. The
evening was fun filled as teachers from all over came out to
bid farewell and blessings to the stalwarts. Among schools
represented were Vauxhall High, Holy Trinity High, St.
Aloysius Primary, St. Benedict’s Primary, Kingston
Technical High and Holy Family Primary. Good food,
excellent singing, music and dancing marked the evening’s
festivities. Guest speaker, Daniel Daley, guidance
counsellor at Holy Trinity High School, implored the

retirees to RETIRE: Relax, Explore, Try new things, Invest
in themselves, Rejuvenate regularly and Enjoy their new
situations. Citations lauded their numerous achievements
and accolades of their long service were recounted while
tears flowed. During the 180 years of service, the ladies
have collected several awards including the Eyelite Optical
Award and the coveted Golden Torch Award. Mrs. Powell
has had several of her poems holding places of honour at the
Institute of Jamaica Gallery and King’s House. JTA’s
President Howard Isaacs joined the festivities and presented
plaques honouring the service of the ladies.
The retirees shared their love for teaching and voiced the
satisfaction they felt at being able to spend their lives in the
service of children. They expressed their appreciation for
the years at Calabar Infant Primary and Junior High School.
Calabar and members of the Kingston Parish Association
will miss them but wish them the richest of blessings as they
move to another phase of this journey on Earth.

180 years service at Calabar Infant,
Primary and Junior High

By Teasha Martin, Kingston PRO
(Left) Lorna Williams accepts an award at the
Kingston Parish Church, Sunday, February 26, 2017.
This National Excellent Teachers’Award for Region 1
is one of the many awards she has received over the
years as a teacher of Mathematics. Minister of
Education Senator, Ruel Reid and the JTA President
Howard Isaacs were among those who attended.
Miss Williams is head of the Mathematics Department
at the Convent of MercyAcademy,Alpha in Kingston.
She has given distinguished service to this institution
since January 1998 and the Queens High School for
fifteen years. She accepted the award from the JTA
President Howard Isaacs for her sterling contribution
to education and her school’s distinguished
improvement in Mathematics passes in external
examinations. In the past two years, the school’s pass
rate has stood at over 86%; well above the national
average.
She has been a tireless professional in her interactions
with students and her colleagues. The JTA and its
Kingston members celebrate with her.
Four other representatives from Kingston also
received this award for their numerous contributions
across various academic disciplines. They are: Janice
Smith from Charlie Smith High School; Haydria
Stewart from Kingston Technical High School and.
Marlene Grey Tomlinson from Excelsior High School.

Math teacher at Alpha
recognized with National
Excellent Teachers Award

The Kingston Parish
Association still
struggles to gain the

interest of teachers in the
parish. One common reason is
the fact that almost all the
schools in Kingston are in close
proximity to the head office so
teachers can gain information
easily by taking a quick walk or
drive to the office. Nonetheless,
the parish is blessed with
committed members who

ensure the work and activities of the parish are carried
out on a yearly basis.
The executive body strongly believes in developing the

professionalism of our teachers, as such each District
Association took on the task to ensure at least one
professional development workshop/seminar is done for the
conference year.
As the conference year is about to come to an end, I would
like to say special thanks to the District Associations’
Executive Body, the Parish Association Executive Body
and my Committees’ Chairmen who are ensuring that
Kingston is seen and participates in activities put on by the
National Association. Your commitment, hard work, and
dedication is invaluable because your input ensure JTA
remains relevant in the parish. Continue your volunteerism
as we ‘unite and serve.’

Sharlene Mills
(Parish President)

Executive strongly believes in
professional development

Awardees (from left) Marilyn McLaughlin, Avenia Powell, June Gordon, Cislyn Martin, Sharon Buckley Smith and
Pamela Walter

President Howard Isaacs gives appreciation award to
Lorna Williams at the Kingston Parish Church.


