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Through o u t
the years, St
A n d r e w

Parish Association
has been actively
involved in all the
activities of the
JTA. This year, will
be no different. Our
dynamic Parish
Executive has been
working relentlessly
to ensure that all of
our members are up
to date with all that
is happening within

the education sector. We have been able to
boast that we are guided by two esteemed
Trustees of the JTA.
We would like to use this medium to commend
and extend our appreciation to the following
individuals for their outstanding years of service
to the Parish: 1. Tanya Lynch, 2. Stephan Brown,
3. Debbie Meek, 4. Wayne Mullings, 5. Merlene
Smith and 6. Mr Winston Smith.
It is unfortunate that many of our teachers have
been ailing from chronic illnesses and some have
passed away since the beginning of the 2016 –
2017 conference year. As such, we are imploring
everyone to dstress every now and then.
Remember that laughter is good for the soul. Live
a little. Laugh a lot. Spend time with loved ones.
Spend time with yourself.
In the ever-changing climate of the education
sector, the members of St Andrew are always
ready to ‘Unite and Serve’.#teamstandrew

President

St. Andrew
Parish President
Tamashella Smith

South West St. Andrew had the fulfilment of hosting its Annual Spelling Bee Competition on November 2016. Twelve schools participated in the competition. Latannia Fisher
from St Peter Claver Primary emerged as the champion, Marcus Harris from Balmagie was placed second and Tajeque Robinson from St Peter Claver Primary was placed third.
The teachers were awarded cash prizes and the top three students were given trophies. The participants were awarded certificates and tokens.

The Parish hosted its Annual Intra Parish Netball and
Football Competitions at New Day All Age School. North
Central DA emerged the winner for both the netball and
football competitions.

Our Annual Outreach activity took place on Tuesday December 13,
2016. The Parish treated the children at City of Refuge Children’s
Home. Parish Executive members sang and entertained the children.
The staff and children were appreciative of the treat. They requested
support from the Parish throughout the year. It was an overwhelming
joy for us to be able to make our contribution to bringing Christmas
cheer to the children.

The St Andrew Parish Association hosted its Annual Half Yearly Meeting
on Friday February 10, 2017. The meeting was productive and the
members in attendance found it to be very informative. The Regional
Director, Cassan Troupe was in attendance. She shed light on some of the
issues that teachers were experiencing. Representatives from JTA Credit
Union and TIP Friendly Society made presentations on benefits that
teachers could access from their institutions. The highlight of the event
came from our guest speaker, Dr. Winston Dawes. He highlighted the use
of light therapy to treat pain. The Parish continues to strive to ensure that
our members are up to date with new innovations in health that they may
be beneficial to our members as well as all the benefits that we can access.

North Central DAdecided to promote healthy life style for
our teachers. In November, as a part of Parent Month the
DA activities hosted an event dubbed, “Teachers are
Parents Too” where teachers were treated to pedicure and
health checks including BMI, blood sugar test and eye
testing. They were also treated with healthy foods and
healthy drink(sponsored by Island Dairies).
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The Jamaica Teachers’ Association joins with the
rest of Jamaica, the regional and international
communities in celebrating the life of an

outstanding and visionary educator, who served with
distinction as a trade unionist and legislator.

Fay Saunders possessed a brilliant pragmatic and analytical
mind, no doubt bolstered by her training as a mathematician
and a qualified and experienced educational leader and
administrator. She amassed a formidable record as an
educational and teachers’ union activist at the sectoral,
national and international levels. She had her early
beginnings as a perceptive and aggressive leader of the
Association of Assistant Masters and Mistresses (AAMM),
one of the unions which merged in 1964 to form the
Jamaica Teachers’Association.
Mrs. Saunders will be remembered as a trailblazer. She was
the first female to serve as president of the Jamaica
Teachers’Association, and was also the first person to serve
as president for two terms (1968 – 1969 and 1971 – 1972).
Her strident yet measured advocacy, led to her serving for
four (4) years as Vice President of the then prestigious
World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching
Profession (WCOTP), now Education International (EI).
Mrs. Saunders became the first and only female, to date, to
serve in the position of Secretary General of the Jamaica
Teachers’ Association. This phenomenal woman also
served as a Legislator in the Senate and held the position of
Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Education
during the 1970’s
As a woman, Mrs. Saunders had been a dominant leader at
a level where men held the numerical majority. She was
able to function without sexist difficulties because she was
devoid of so-called feminine wiles and ploys. She
possessed grace and charm and a light but disarming touch
of wry and impish humour. The men within the Jamaica
Teachers’ Association respected and admired her while the
women were simply proud of her and saluted her as a
woman of substance.
No honour can be too great to confer on Fay Saunders for
her monumental contribution to the growth and
development of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, the
wider education sector and the nation as a whole.
We treasure the quality and impact of this patriotic
Jamaican whose life of service has left huge imprints on the
sands of time.
Our condolences to her children Janet and Gregory and the
rest of the family. Your loss is our loss.
Long live the memories of Fay Edeline Saunders.
Long live the JTA.

March 2017

Tribute to Fay Edeline
Saunders, C.D.

The Jamaica Teachers’Association is saddened
by the passing of one of its stalwarts, Juno
Alexander Gayle, who died on February 7,

2017 after a period of illness at his residence in
Williamsfield, Manchester.
The Association had the good fortune to have benefitted
from Mr. Gayle’s vision and passion for service to
humanity for over thirty (30) years. He served in various
capacities from District Association to Parish President
and General Council member for St. Elizabeth. His
proudest moment came in 1996–1997 when he served as
National President. His love for and undying
commitment to the Jamaica Teachers’ Association was
fully manifested when he resigned his position as
Principal of Lewisville High School to assume the
position of Regional Officer, South Central (Clarendon,
Manchester, St. Elizabeth) in 2000.
Mr. Gayle shone brightest in his role as Regional Officer.
He emerged as a fearless advocate for the rights of
teachers generally and those of the South Central Region
in particular. As the teachers’ best friend and defender,
armed with the Code of Regulations and a personality
that exuded confidence, he would defend any case
irrespective of who his opponents were.
Mr. Gayle who hailed from Thatchwalk District in South
Manchester was a proud Miconian. His very successful
stint at Giddy Hall All Age created a great platform for
his next assignment as the first principal of Lewisville
High School in St. Elizabeth.
Mr. Gayle’s extraordinary contribution to education and
nation building saw him presented with, among other
awards, the Prime Minister’s Medal of Appreciation for
Service to Education. His crowning glory came when, in
November 2016, he received the Jamaica Teachers’
Association’s highest award, The Roll of Honour.
Juno, you were one in a million in so many ways. Your
kindness and love for people cannot be surpassed. Your
penchant for hard work, sharp and witty mind, love for
lively debates and just serving your fellowmen, compels
one to conclude that, through it all, you did it your way.
That is why we can say without fear of contradiction,
that you fought a good fight, you ran a great leg of the
race, you kept the faith.
We must express our condolences to Mrs. Gayle and the
rest of the family. May the memory of a life of service
to others serve to inspire you.

Tribute to Juno
Alexander Gayle

The Jamaica Teachers’ Association regrets the
passing of our distinguished Past President,
Rosemarie Evangeline Vernon.

Rosemarie Evangeline Vernon was a very passionate and
strong leader who had the outstanding ability, to motivate
and inspire others. Her diplomacy, her charisma, her strong
belief in the education system, her passion for the children
under her care, her belief in God and her humour gave her
the winning edge as a distinguished educator in a career
spanning 34 years --27 as classroom teacher and seven as
principal. She was a proud graduate of Shortwood
Teachers’ College, and the University of the West Indies,
where she earned her Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Science degrees.
Mrs. Vernon created history in 1991, when she became the
first classroom teacher to be elected President of the JTA.
Prior to being elected National President, she served the
Association in numerous capacities such as President,
Kingston Parish Association, member of Central Executive
and General Council and continued to serve the JTA in
other capacities such as Chairman of the Awards
Committee among others. In 2005, Mrs.Vernon was
appointed Trustee and served in that capacity until the time
of her passing.
The consummate educator, Mrs. Vernon consistently
promoted academic advancement as a vehicle for
improving the efficiency of teachers and enhancing the
profile of the profession.
Her penchant for service saw her integrating herself into
various aspects of the society, both in her local community
and at the national and international levels. She represented
the Association on numerous Boards and served in her own
right on several Boards and Committees.
Rosemarie Evangeline Vernon played many parts in her
service to:The Broadcasting Commission as a
Commissioner,The Commission for the Prevention of
Corruption, as Commissioner, UNESCO, The Governor
General’s Awards Committee, The VMBS Scholarship
Awards Committee, The JTA Co-op. Credit Union Credit
Committee, The Kingston and St. Andrew Committee of
the Jamaica Association for the Advancement of Literacy
now the Jamaica Foundation for Life Long Learning as
Chairman, The Kingston Business and Professional
Women’s Club, The Kingston and St.Andrew Cultural
Committee(JCDC) ,The Jamaica Coalition on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and The Association
of Development Agencies.
She earned many accolades among which were:The Order
of Distinction, Commander Class (CD) in 2006 for her
sterling contribution to the education sector at all levels,
The JTA Roll of Honour Award, 2005 which is the highest
honour bestowed by the Association, The Prime Minister’s
Medal of Appreciation,2004 in recognition of her
contribution to education and national development,The
Jamaica Catholic Education Association Award for long
and faithful service to education and the Kingston Eastern
and Central Principals’Association Award .
Sincere condolences to her husband Neville, son Ricardo
(Ricky), Racquel and her other grandchildren and the
numerous friends and educators who mourn her passing.

May her soul rest in peace and light
perpetual shine upon her.

Tribute to ROSEMARIE
EVANGELINE VERNON,

C.D


